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THROUGH THE EYE OF THE ARTIST

by
Frank Joseph Goes

The new book by Frank Goes is an attractive resource for historical facts and anecdotes in
the history of ophthalmology.
It takes us on a journey through different eras, trying to explain how different disorders might
have influenced artists’ sight and their work. This is not a very original subject, but it is one that
has been plagued by many myths and misconceptions.
The book starts with a short review of eyes in mythology, the iconography of blindness in history,
as well as symbols and legends. Then, the author describes in different chapters artists who suf-
fered from different eye disorders, namely refractive errors, color vision deficiency, cataract, glau-
coma, vitreous diseases, retinal diseases, inflammatory eye disorders, strabismus and loss of an
eye, and neurological and mental disorders.
A separate chapter is devoted to the mysterious eye diseases of Edgar Degas. Interestingly the
last chapter discusses a few popular misconceptions about famous painters, like Vincent van Gogh,
John Constable, E1 Greco, Amadeo Modigliani, Hans Holbein Junior, and their eye disorders, lead-
ing to their specific style in at least some paintings.
The book is edited with the greatest care, and its many high quality illustrations offer additional
value.
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