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TADINI,
THE MAN WHO INVENTED
THE ARTIFICIAL, LENS

P. U. Fechner, M. U. Fechner, H. Reis'
Hannover

In modern times RIDLEY (1951) was the first one to implant an artificial lens.
However, he was not the first who thought of the possibility of such an operation.
The idea — as far as we know — was conceived by an Italian oculist named Tadini,
This fact is reported by no one less than GIACOMO CASANOVA (1725 — 1798) in
the 11th volume of his momoirs.

Undeniably his memoirs make fascinating reading not only for the foresaid ob-
vious reason but also because he reports so vividly on historical and cultural details
of his time. Nevertheless, the ophthalmologist deserves to be mentioned who read
through all these volumes and then recognized the importance of the meeting of
CASANOVA with TADINI for medical history: it was A, TAIEB (1955), a Tune-
sian doctor who reported on the incidence in the Archives d'Ophtalmologie.

CASANOVA stayed in the Polish capital of Warsaw from October 10, 1765 to
July 8, 1766. There he met TADINI. This oculist showed CASANOVA a box
which contained little balls that looked like lenses. They were well polished and

" Dr. jur, Hans Reis prepared the section on Tadini's family
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consisted of ,, very beautiful crystal’’. TADINI said: ,,] am capable of placing such
a ball under the cornea in the place of the lens"’. (,,C’est ce que je suis le maitre de
poser sous la cornée a la place du cristallin’” — Cf. CASANOVA, édition Brock-
haus/Plon)* .

TADINI had made the statement in the presence of a German professor who ri-
diculed him and caused the board of the faculty to decide that TADINI would have
to pass an examination on the anatomy of the eye if he wished to practice ophthal-
mology in Warsaw. TADINI was desperate; in the street he threatened to attack the
professor with his sword and thereupon fled from Warsaw.

In 1768 CASANOVA met TADINI anew, this time in Barcelona. TADINI had
not been allowed to practice ophthalmology there but was forcibly recruited as a
soldier and had to guard CASANOVA who was imprisoned in the tower of the ci-
tadel of Barcelona from November 16 to December 18 of that year. CASANOVA
asked TADINI: ,, What did you do with the crystalline lenses?'’ and received the
answer: .,/ have never mentioned them again since Warsaw although I am ceriain
that they would be successful.”’ From this answer CASANOVA concluded that
TADINI actually never had any practical experience with his lenses.

It should be repeated that the idea of implantation of an artificial lens was very
likely conceived by TADINI. He, therefore, deserves our attention.

TADINI was an itinerant oculist in the second half of the 18th century.

As we know already he stayed in Warsaw from 1765 to 1766. When he met CA-
SANOVA again in Barcelona in 1768 he reported that in the meantime he had visi-
ted Krakow, Vienna, Munich, Strasboug and Toulouse.

2 This could be interpreted |, instead of the natural lens in the place of the natural lens’. Note the
amazing reliability of Casanova’s memory and comprehension of medical details. As a young man
he had ardently desired to study medicine and all through his lite he remained interested in this sub-
ject (CHILDS, 1977). Here we encounter another important example = as vel unknown to Casano-
vists — of the almost incredible exactness of his memoirs.

Fig, I:  Luebeckische Anzeigen, April 15, 1758:

., This is to announce to everyone that the Knight of Tadini, First surgeon of His Royal
Majesty of the Two Sicilies, has during eight days operated upon the following patients
and with God's grace and because of his science and talents happily cured them.
Jurgen Bahr, a male person of 30 years, who for 9 vears had the falling disease. Elisabeth
Blomsch, a woman of some 30 years, who for 18 years has had the falling disease. Doro-
thea Fosch, 60 years old, has had the falling disease for 1 vear. Diederich Hahn, a man ot
70 years, whao suffered lor 3 years of a tremendous cancer. Christian Paulson, a man of 50
vears has had for years and days a severe cancerous disease. Likewise a man of some 70 ye-
ars, who had been blind in both eyes for 8 years. Furthermore 3 girls and 2 boys who had
an eczematous scalp of highest degree, he provided with clean heads in the time of 6 days.
All those patients named he cured only for God's sake and charity. This information
should enable other patients to make enquiries. His domicile is on the Cabbage Market
with Herr Gaebel.”
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’ P e .
@6 wird hiemit jedermanniglich tu wiffen
gethan, daf der Herr Jitter von Tadini,
ObersChirurgus feiner Konigl. Majeft.bender
Gicilien, w Seit von § Tagen folgenhe Par
ticnten operir¢tund audydurch Gottes Gng:
be und vermdae feiner Wiffenfdhaft und Tar
lente glidlidy curiret hat, alé:
Fiegen Babr eine MWanng Perfon von3o.

- Sabren, hat 9 Fabr die fallende Kranctheit
" gebabt. ~@lijabeth Blomid), eine Frau von

etlige 30 Jabr, hat 18 Jabr die fallente
Krantheit gehabt. Dovothea Fojdh 60T ubr
alt,hat 1 Sabr die fallende Kranthe't gebabt.
Dicderich Habn ,ein V2ann von 7¢ Jabhren,
Dat 3 Sabr cinen gewaltigen Kredd Schaden
gepabt. €briftian Paulfon, ein Warn von
s0 Yabren,bat iber Fahr u. Tag cinen fchie:
ven Krebdfdhaden gehabt, Defgleichen cin
Mann von etlidhe 70 Jabren, fo § Jabhr auf
beoden Uugen blind gervefen.  Wicderum 3.
Madgens und 2 Knaben , weldye den bojen
Brind big iin pdchiten Brad gehalbt, hat er alle
finf in Seitvon 6 Tagen, reine und geude

< Kdpfeverfchajt. Ule diefe benannte Patier:

ten bat er blof um Gottes willen und aus
Barmberjigheit curivet. Wornad) fih hiers
mit andere Patienten ju vidten und felbf
RNadyfrage thun Pnnen. Sein Logieift auf
ben Koblmardt bey Hen. Sdbel.
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. L]
Test Ritter von Tadiig, Comes Palatinus Calar.
@gﬂ en:Hrit des Sramgdfifchen Hofes, erfudpet vre
Heepen g)mnm, Chirurgios, und jeden dev ¢s ju febent
bet, Gonnabend dent 13ten diefes um vollhr, die
en-Operation depguwobnen, die deeHert Ritter
einee Dejabrten Frau- und emen 7idbeigen Stnaben
goldenen Engel vornchmen WD ; ver Higkr Ftter jeigen
[eich an, Dap Gie Borgefiern den Tr, Junit bereils
mimigen befucht, fo fie Hier operivet, wud fie alie su-
iedent und i den befren Juftand vorgefunden. Mon
g 15. Syunii werden der Herr Ritter abreifén , jur
‘Nachricht derienigen dienend die nody feiner Hulfe b

sbtbiget.

Fig. 2:  Luebeckische Anzeigen, June 13, 1789:

., The Knight of Tadini, Comes Palatinus Caesar., evedoctor of the French Court asks the
gentlemen doctors, surgeons and evervone who wishes to view it to be present art the eve
operation which the Knight will perform on Saturday, the 13th of this month, at 10
o'clock on an elderly woman and a 7 year-old boy in the ,,Golden Angel'"; at the same ti-
me the Knight announces that the day before yesterday, the 11th of June, he has already
visited those on whom he has operated here and that he found all of them satisfied and in
the best of condition. On Monday, the [5th of June, the Knight will depart, this serving as
information for those who still need his help.”

e Here Ritter von Ta Nugenarst, Der in
diejer Stadt mehrere Bewetfe feiner GefchicklichFeit
abgelegt, bat noch am Sonnabend den 13, Juuii jwo
Operationen it dem -griften Erfolg vereichtet, und
gg%le:d; die Operation. mit dem Febenjhbeigen Kuaben
erft {hwer war , iff felbige doch gue villiges Sufric:
denbert der gegenwartigen Nevite ausgefallen.
Fig. 3 Luebeckische Anzeigen, June 17, 1789:
.+ The Knight of Tadini, eye doctor, who in this town several times has given evidence of
his skill, once more on Saturday the 13th of June he performed 2 operations with utmost

success, and although the operation of the 7 vear-old boy was of extreme difficulty its re-
sult was to the complete satisfaction of the physicians present.”
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A second source about TADINI 15 a thesis by MARX (1970) dealing with the hi-
story of ophthalmology in Luebeck, a town in Northern Germany. Here one finds
details about TADINI which enlarge the knowledge about him considerably. They
are based on advertisements which TADINI put in the Luebeckische Anzeigen, the
local newspaper.

There, on March 18, 1758, he introduced himself to the people of Luebeck. A se-
cond announcement followed on April 8, 1758. In these advertisements TADINI
presented himself in the style of that time — with all his titles showing that he had
no fear of the judgement of his colleagues. He called himself Knight and First Sur-
geon of His Royal Majesty of the Two Sicilies. He advertised that he would per-
form operations and invited physicians and surgeons to witness the event. At his
lodgings he held out-patient clinics from 8 to 10 a.m. and from 2 to 6 p.m. From
poor patients he only asked for the refund of his own expenses. A week later, on
April 15, 1758, there appeared another advertisement (fig. 1) with a list of patients
treated during the preceding days (only one of them had an ocular ailment).

It took three decades until in 1789, TADINI's name appeared again in the Lue-
beckische Anzeigen. Earlier that year he had practiced in Bonn, where on the 26th
of March he had advertized in the Boennisches Intelligenzblatt (Koch, 1977). From
there TADINI crossed the northern part of Germany — probably via Muenster,
Bremen and Hamburg — and he arrived at Luebeck in June, He now called himself
Knight and Oculist of the French Court. In addition he used the title Comes Palati-
nus Caesareus (Imperial Count Palatine). He confined his practice to eye diseases.
Again he started his advertising campaign with the invitation to a public operation
(fig. 2). Several advertisements followed in which he announced past and future ac-
tivities, for instance that of figure 3. After his visit to Luebeck in May and June
1789, his next advertisements indicated that he staved in Wismar and Stralsund (fig.
4), two towns nearby. A last advertisement of August 2, 1789, from Greifswald
(fig. §) gives notice of his approaching departure to Berlin via Stettin and Stargard.

HIRSCHBERG’s History of Ophthalmology also gives some information on
TADINDs life. This is based on an article by VAN DUYSE about the visits of itine-
rant oculists of the 18th century to the city of Gent (Belgium). The article includes a
reprint of a number of advertisements by TADINI in the Gazette von Gent in
March 1788, September 1791 and March and September 1792. These advertise-
ments amazingly resemble those published in Luebeck. Again he calls himself
Knight, Count Palatine and Ophthalmologist of the French Court and announces
he would operate in the presence of local authorities. Afterwards he reported on his
results and announced his close departure, at the same time urging potential pa-
tients to call upon him at his lodgings. The treatment of poor people would be free,
people of distinction could set the fee themselves and from the rest of his patients
he would charge 24 Sowus.
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In a long advertisement of September 19, 1791, in the Gazette van Gent, Tadini
stated that he was of Italian nationality and lived in Bordeaux. He praised his eye
water ,, Ligueur Ophthalmique®’ for the improvement of vision, mentioned that he
carried a stock of artificial eyes made of enamel and referred to his tubes for the
treatment of strabismic children. In the same article, TADINI told the readers that
he had operated on the sister of Sultan Mustapha, wife of the Grand Vezir in Con-
stantinople, in the year 1766.

Although we don't wish to doubt the fact of that operation it must be stated that
this date seems to be incorrect. As we mentioned before — when TADINI met CA-
SANOVA in 1768, he gave him a detailed report on his journeys during the past
three years. He did not mention Constantiople. Since CASANOVA knew the Otto-
man Court himself, it is unlikely that he forgot to list this detail.

Three more advertisements were made known to us by F.L. MARS, the editor of
the journal Casanova Gleanings. They appeared in the Journal de Turin in 1780,
Here TADINI calls himself Professor Oculiste of the French Roval Court, states
that he is on his way from Naples to France and draws attention to his work in Tu-
rin in 1763 and 1768. Otherwise these notices are similar to those we already know.

The advertisements suggest that TADINI was an industrious, correct and so-
mewhat social-minded man. Since he regularly operated in the presence of his colle-
agues he must have been an adept at his speciality. This opinion is strengthened by
the fact that TADINI did not avoid revisiting places of former activities, for exam-
ple Gent after 1788 again in 1791 and 1792.

Fig. 4:  Luebeckische Anzeigen, July 8, 178Y:

L Wismar, 6th of July, 1789,

While staying in this town the Knight of Tadimi, Comes Palatunus, Oculist of the French
Court, has proven his great expertise whilst pertforming 5 operations. Besides others he has
today, on the 6th of this month, operated an 80 year-old Frau Blumenthal, who was blind
for several vears, with the greatest success, in the presence ol her physician, the famous
Herr Dr. Klevasahl, The operation was the more difficult since the eves ol the patient were
situated very deeply in the skull, so that anly the very special methad thas oculsit avails
limsell of enabled hin to perform this operaiiwon. He lett us today bound for Rostock and
Stralsund. "

Fig. 5 Luebeckische Anzeigen, August 19, 1789

LSGreitswald, the 2nd of August 1789,

The Knight of Tadini, Comes Palatinus and Oculist ar the French Court, has gone from
here 1o Berlin via Stettin and Stargard. Here, in the presence of most distinet and know-
ledgeable personalities, he operated very successfully 6 persons and he would have been al-
s0 successtul with the 7th operation on a person of standing had not a so called operatew
from Hamburg made an unpardonable mistake in his previous operation. This oculist did
not know that he delt with a milken cataract, and since probably he had no knowledge of
the technique of extraction he attempted 10 depress the lens. Yet since a depression was
impossible he punctered the lens with the tip of his needle and the milk which flowed 1o-
ward the membrane formed a membranous cataract which hinged on the nola. This is the
reason why this operation could not be successful,””
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. Migmar, den 6, Culii 1989, )
@er Hr. Riteer von Tadiny, Comes Palatinus, Ochilift
des franpditicben Hojes, bat bey fenam Hierfein
in diefer &tadt, bep 5 Operationen Bervetfe feiner grdz
Rer @efdicklid Fert gegeben, linter audern Hafer heute
am G6ten diefed eme §ojadeiae Frau Dlumenthal , die
fat emmigen Sobren bhind, m Gegenmart ihres Utstes
bes berudmicn Heren Doblor Kievefall mit dem grden
Criolg operset.  Die Opevativn wav wn dedo fdwerer
va die Augen der Patrenting febe fref nun Kepfe lagen,
fo daB e8 nuramt der gaus befondern Wietpode deflen
fih diefer Deul:ft bedicnt ridghch war_diefe Opetation
i verricbten, @v bat uas heute verlaffen vin nab Ho-
fod und Gfraliund ;u reion, &b
Fig. 4:

@reifsmwald, den 2, Auault 1789. |
@er Here Nitter von Tadiny , Com. Pal. und Oculift
am Franidfifhen Hofe, uyf von hrer uber Greltin
und Stargard nah Berun gegangen,  Er bat brefelbif
6 ‘Terfonen in Begenmart der vornehmien Kutveridn.
digen gt lich operitet, und reiiede noch die 7te Dperation
librer Bey etner Perfon vom Etande atiicklich atrsgefhibret
aben, wenn nrcht e fogenannter Operatzuy eus Hamyo '
burg bev femner Opecation vorber cuicn wureablicken
Sebler begangen hatte. Drejer Oculit Eat nupt awnft
vas es e Ml Aaar war. und da ot wabridbeinty feirte
Senntmf von der Extra@ion batte, fo hat er thn bepris
mitef. Da aber Feine Depreflion mdalich war fo hat er
mit der Epige feiner Navel dre Ynfe durchifoden, und
Diz Muld, welde nady der Membrane arfloffen bat eimnen
bﬁutigen Gtaar gebrdet, voelcher wn der Nola bina. Die
tft die Urfache reshald diefe Operation mdt gilickiid
ablaufen fonnte,

Fig. 5:




P. U. Fechner — M. U, Fechner — H. Reis

354

EIBRIEY 7Ty ‘
g sndpoyenur neda: 5000 A ‘pdwnpranea) e antg
“quppUAILod ) Al muaqLLY P wm Fapj0D wnejad
1 mEEmuw EEuec%E 22 4un) dunu Msr._u.__bi eip
-1d asodwm sdasersp omadsad 20 ¥3 ponb ‘sauaniry
aony oxjeu 0Ipg Yruadu] 204 A s
ssnee a8 Se 2 ¢ shinqaypr ssonead opaojund P Lurpao
: ooty wasountjr] wruuo?) hniony ‘s f
29 ¢ enuirdld *snundry wnpuapid ot anosd s
ctuSHUrINUSIN OJMM TURE(E | SRITHLI0T) 39t
%210 SDLISIY SO (1EYHUOD ST 3y 2o 1e 20
YAy ¢ (11B]%g_SHUIUBIANLT 1S amtneiducy
12200y Wt 3 v sipueqoadiwon mry) wniog
SRR IRl g ) 1qop sneqoidiuee inbsai0 [0y
suniea wynh A NANOTYINOD WAWANOYIH

IR ‘ALV.LS

INVTIOIEW OLOU. NICHIYL SITV L0
SAANMOLVAYVIENGD LT SATINORADIA
1GOTAOAL XTI WANVANVYD PANNANONID
CSYATNOITILISYD IWADSIONY YL WA
WAINOIYIS (TAIDNOFO
SWANTLVTYd WALINOD ‘O LATOL
-NOW V WAFNOITILLSVD WA .
INATYTOS WATTAL
o NAYYAH WYANVYEE
_ *ALVIS INVTIOITIN OLOL NI WADIS
CA[dOHLIOYd WAIDIY LT 'SAUINONNADIC
T INIOVEES X IWANVISSATD WYISLLAYE "OI
“ALVLS
“IIQIW O1O.L NI SILV.LINVS ‘GNL SASIY
-OLVAYISNOD XI WANIAYL WANONVYXITY

100 W INIWOd ONNV
2U0QSNEY .Eo_w@umm npisuoDy Uy
“"INVTOIdEW

SITVIIATY OIDITIOD
MOOISAHd WAITIHON SENIA

WASSADNOCOD

"OISADAVY WIINES
W.MO.H.Q.M,U._&Eﬂ TNAYMONY INOA

i (D
OANVNIQYdI V

N Y 2N BFIB[B4 SNIEIUOTY

WAIDHTIATYD

el &a\hk“‘ £/ xp hﬂw\\hwmw\\\\_

Fig. 6:



Tadini and the aruficial lens 355

Thirty vears of migration throughout Europe must have made TADINI fairly re-
nowned. However, he was probably not of such an eminence that educated people
spoke about or even conversed over him. At any rate CASANOVA wrote in his
memoirs (1790 — 1792): ,,I have never heard what became of this poor man,'”
TADINIs formal dates of life are unknown. One can only make a guess about his
origin. It is possible and even probable that he was an offspring of an old and di-
stinguished Milanese family of physicians. This assumption is based on the fact that
in his advertisements he called himself Ritter und Comes Palatinus Caesareus
(Knight and Imperial Count Palatine).

Before Napoleon put an end to the Holy Roman Empire in 1806, the Palatinate
was a much desired title of honour. 1t was connected with some judiciary functions
like the legitimation of illegitimate children, the appointment of notaries public,
and the granting of coats of arms 1o commoners. Experts in the history of law hold
different opinions as to the modalities of its bestowal.

According to MISTRUZZI DI FRISINGA (1961) and PANEBIANCO (1968)
the Counts Palatine were created either pro tempare or in perpetuum by the Pope
only and not until the second half of the 14th century by the Emperor as well. In
the opinion of these authors the term pro rempore meant that the title was bound (o
the person and that it lasted either for the time that certain official positions were
held, or for life. On the other hand the term in perpetuwm meant in their opinion
that the title would be hereditary.

ARNDT (1964), however, does not seem to know that the use of the terms pro
tempore resp. in perpetuuimn in the patent of appointment was decisive for the que-
stion whether or not the title was hereditary. Neither does he seem 1o know that it
had been bestowed also by the Pope. Therefore he imagines that the Emperor befo-
re 1350 granted the title solely in the Italian territories of the Holy Roman Empire
and only after that time in its German territories, too. He distinguishes between a
small, a great and — in his own terms — and ,,institutional”” Palatinate. According
to him, the small Palatinate was always bound to the person whereas only the great
Palatinate, which he considers as having been held by certain families of the nobili-
tv, was hereditary, When the tutle was connected with an official position, such as
certain sees, the chancellorship of certain universities or membership in a college of
scholars he speaks about an institutional Palatinate. He expresses no opinion as to
whether this form of the Palatinate was hereditary or not.

Furthermore, he states that from the beginning of the 16th century the holders of
the great Palatinate were frequently entitled to bestow the small Palatinate, creating
.,sub-Counts Palatine” so to speak. He says that, although the Chancellery of the

Fig. 6 Part of the patent of bestowal ol the utles of Count Palatine (Comitatus Palatinus) and
Knight of the Golden Militia (Militia Aurata) by Emperor Ferdinand 111 1o Alessandro Ta-
dini and other members of the College of Doctors of Philosophy and Medicine in Milan.
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Imperial Court in Vienna had been very careful with regard to the selection of new
dignitaries, the last mentioned manner of appointment led in the 18th century to a
real sellout of the title, and in consequence its social value diminished.

When TADINI had first introduced himself in Luebeck in 1758 he had not yet
called himself Comes Palatinus. 1t is therefore possible that he received the title la-
ter on. If this was the case it could be that is was conferred on him by a grateful pa-
tient who belonged to one of those families of the nobility which held the great Pa-
latinate. The reason for this possible explanation is that the complete records of all
cases in which the Emperor conferred the title by himself — at least for the time un-
der consideration — still exist in the Austrian Public Record Office in Vienna, and
in the second half of the 18th century no TADINI is listed. But there is still another
and perhaps much more plausible explanation of how TADINI could have received
the title.

In addition to a patent of bestowal dated March 19, 1536 for CAMILLO TADI-
NI from Martinengo near Bergamo, we have found in the Austrian Public Record
Office another patent of bestowal, dated October 16, 1653 for ALESSANDRO
TADINI (fig. 6). He lived from 1380 to 1661 and became famous as a Protomedi-
cus of Milan where in 1629 — 1630 he organized sanitary measures to combat the
plague (FERRARIO, 1857, HIRSCH, 1962, CASTIGLIONI, 1950), measures ab-
out which he later published a detailed report. The title was granted to him by
Emperor Ferdinand [II. in his capacity as a member of the College of Doctors aof
Philosophy and Medicine in Milan, of which he had held the position of Dean. In-
teresting for us is the fact that the respective Imperial patent granting the title to
him and to the other members of the College contains the words ,,ex hoe perpetuo
deinceps tempore'’. PANEBIANCO (1968) concludes by this, as his translation of
the document from Latin into Italian shows, that the title in this case was a heredi-
tary one. Considering the fact that ALESSANDRO TADINI was the son and
grandson of physicians (FERRARIO, 1857), it does not seem too unlikely that our
oculist Tadini was an offspring of this Milanese family, perhaps a grandson of
ALESSANDRO TADINI. If this assumption is correct and if PANEBIANCO is
right in believing that ALESSANDRO TADINI was the holder of a hereditary Pa-
latinante, then this would explain why our TADINI called himself a Knight and
Count Palatine and it would give us at the same time an important clue as to his ori-
gin.

We could not find any other details about TADINI's origin — his first name,
place and date of birth, family connections and time of his death, One knows only
one further fact about him, that TADINI had a son who was very likely born in
Lyon/France (VAN DUYSE) and grew up to become an itinerant ophthalmologist
like his father. In the Gazette van Gent of May 20, 1800, he announced his arrival,
calling himself ,, Tadini-son'" and claiming that the government had appointed him
as Oculiste des Hospices des Départements de la Dyle et de Jemmappes. The rest of
the advertisement resembles those of his father.



Tadini and the artificial lens 357

This advertisement is not the only proof of the existence of a TADINI junior. In
the Ophthalmologische Bibliothek (Ophthalmic Library) edited by two eminent
ophthalmologists of the time, K. HIMLY and J,A. SCHMIDT, there appeared the
reprint of a letter written by Geheimrat SCHAEFFER on July 15, 1805. In this let-
ter SCHAEFFER described the young TADINI's eye operation in Regensburg, a
town on the Danube river. He also described the knife which the surgeon used,
. the knife with which I saw Professor Tadini of Lyon repeatedly operate in the
month of May of this year.”A few lines further, he wrote:

,+His lather who also operated in Germany and even in Regensburg 18 years ago (i.e, 1787, the aut-
hors) already used this knife." — (On page 175 HIMLY writes:) ,,Herr Geheimrat Schaeffer was
kind enough to send together with his letter a very pretty drawing of Tadini's knife and afterwards
even the knife itself as he had received it from Tadini’s hand."’

The knife 1s shown on fig. 7.

One can conclude that TADINI senior had a son who was also an itinerant opht-
halmologist and probably truly held a professorship. The existence of the junior
TADINI suggests that his father, during the span of his life, had probably settled in
Lyon for some time, founded a family and educated his son to become his succes-
50r.

At this point we have reached the limits of our knowledge and presumptions ab-
out TADINI, some ol which we have compiled in table 1. Our story, however, is
not yet quite at an end, since TADINI's idea had a closing act in his own time. For
this we must refer to a most excellent paper — written by MUENCHOW (1964) on
the history of the intraocular correction of aphakia. In this article, MUENCHOW
tells us that the first person who, in 1795, actually tried to implant an artificial lens
was an oculist of the Royal Court at Dresden by the name of Casaamata. As a
source MUENCHOW uses a booklet by SCHIFFERLI (1797) in which one reads:
.,Casaamata attempted to bring an artificial lens made of glass through the wound of the cornea in-

10 the eye. However he realized that the glass lens could not serve instead of the natural lens because
during the endeavor the glass immediately fell 1o the Roor of the eve.”

CASAAMATA, therefore, is likely 1o have been the first person who actually at-
tempted to correct aphakia with an intraocular device.

MUENCHOW continues with the question from whom CASAAMATA might
have received the idea of the implantation. He regards it unlikely that TADINI and
CASAAMATA had ever met. However, he surmises that CASANOVA might ha-

Fig. 7o TADINI's knife, Drawing based on HIMLY and HIRSCHBERG.
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ve served as intermediary between TADINI and CASAAMATA, arguing as fol-
lows: At that time there was in Dresden a colony of ltalian artists and craftsmen.
Besides others, the following belonged to that colony: the mother of CASANOVA,
GIANETTA CASANOVA (1708—-1776), a daughter and two sons, of whom
GIAMBATTISTA later became director of the academy of arts in Dresden (table

Table I: Tadini. Christian name(s), dates and places of birth and death not known

Year Places Curriculum (,,titles’) Source

1758 Luebeck . Knight, First surgeon of His  Luebeckische Anzeigen
Royal Maj. of Both Sicilies" (1758)

1763 Turin Journal de Turin (1780)

1765/66 Warsaw Tadini told Casanova of his Casanova

miethod of lens implantation

1766 Constantinople Tadini asserts to have operated unproved statement af
the sister of Sultan Mustapha  Tadini in the Boennisches
in C.— (the vear seems wrong  Intelligenzblat (1789) and

since T. was in Warsaw in in the Gazette van Genlt
1766) (1791)
1766 -  Cracow, Vienna, according 1o Tadini’s
1768 Munich, Strasbourg, report Lo Casanova
Toulouse
1768 Turin Journal de Turin (1780)
1768 Barcelona T. was not allowed 1o prac- Casanova
tice. Forcably recruited as a
soldier. Guarded Casanova in
city prison
1780 Naples, Turin, France Pralessor, Oculist of the Journal de Turin (178(0)
French Court"
1788 Gent, Bruegge, Brussels, |, Knight, Comes Palatinus Gazette van Gent (1788)
Netherlands Caesareus Oculist of the
French Court™
1789 Bonn, Muenster, Boennisches Intelligens-
Paderborn, Osnabrueck, blatt (1789)
Bremen, Hamburg
1789 Luebeck, Wismar, Luebeckische Anzeigen
Stralsund, Greifswald, (1789)

Stetun, Stargard, Berlin

1791/92 Gent, Brussels Gazette van Gent
(1791/92)
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Table II: Pedigree of Giacomo Casanova

Gianetta Casanova
(1708 = 1776)

359

actress
|
| [ | 1
Giacomo Girolamo C. Francesco C. Giovanni Bauista C. Maria Maddalena

..de Seingalt™” (1727 - 1802) (1730~ 1795) Antonia
(1725 — 1798) painter painter, (1732 - 1800)

writer director of the dancer,

adventurer academy of arts marries Peter August

in Dresden

musician in Dresden

Table I1l: Curriculum vitae of Casaamata

Johan Virgilius Casaamata
— bornin Quero, Venecia, 1741,
— oculist of the Royal Court of Saxony and Doctor
— married on 19th July, 1786
Victoria Camerata, daughter of professor Camerata
— died on 13th of November 1807 in Dresden

I1). Another member of that colony was the father-in-law of CASAAMATA, the
artist CAMERATA, who taught the art of copper engraving at the academy (table
111). Admittedly, CASANOVA does not mention in his memoirs that he met CA-
SAAMATA. However, his memoirs end with the year 1774, and it is known that he
revisited Dresden several times thereafter, namely twice in 1783 and once in 1788.
MUENCHOW assumes that CASANOVA then met not only his brother but also
other members of the Italian colony and, upon such an occasion he might have
mentioned TADINI's idea to CASAAMATA. MUENCHOW concludes: ,, This isi
probably the link which completes the chain from the idea lo the actual performan-
ce of an intraocular correction of aphakia™ - albeit this was unsuccessful,

Summary

Tadini, an [talian by birth, was an itinerant ophthalmologist in the second half of
the 18th century. In many places throughout Europe he performed eye operations
which is testified by his advertisements in old newspaper, for instance in Luebeck
and Gent. This Tadini showed to Casanova a box containing artificial lenses made
of glas. Tadini, therefore, in all likelihood conceived the idea of the intraocular cor-
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rection of aphakia. Presumably Casanova conveyed the idea to Casaamata, an
ophthalmic surgeon in Dresden. At any rate, Casaamata was the first to actually at-
tempt the correction of aphakia by implanting a lens.
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FECHNER, P. U., FECHNER, M. U, und REIS, H. — Tadini,
der Erfinder der Implantlinse

Zusammenfassung

Tadini, ein gebiirtiger Italiener, war ein wandernder Ophthalmologe in der zwei-
ten Hilfte des 18. Jahrhunderts. Er hat an vielen Stellen Europas Augenoperatio-
nen ausgefithrt, wovon Anzeigen in alten Zeitungen Zeugnis ablegen, z.B. in Lu-
beck und Gent. Dieser Tadini fiihrte eine Schachtel mit kiinstlichen Augenlinsen
aus Glas bei sich, die er Casanova zeigte. Die Idee der Korrektur der Aphakie mit
einer kiinstlichen Linse stammut also wohl von Tadini. Es ist zu vermuten, dal} Ca-
sanova diese [dee an den Dresdner Augenarzt Casaamata weitergab. Er jedenfalls
hat eine solche Implantation tatséchlich erstmals versucht.

FECHNER, P. U., FECHNER, M. U. et REIS, H. — Tadini,
I'inventeur du cristallin artificiel

Resumeé

Tadini est né en Italie et fut un oculiste ambulant de la seconde motié du XVI1II¢
siécle. Des annonces dans les journaux de I’époque, entre autres a Lubeck et a
Gand, témoignent de ce qu’il a effectue des opérations sur I'oeil dans de nombreux
endroits de I'Europe. Ce Tadini montra & Casanova une boite remplie de cristallins
artificiels en verre. 1l est donc probable que I'idée de la correction de 'aphakie a
'aide d"une lentille artificielle intra-oculaire est due a Tadini. On peut supposer que
Casanova a transmis cetle idée a Casaamala, un oculiste de Dresde. C’est de toute
fagon Casaamata qui fit le premier essai effectif d’une telle implantation.
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FECHNER, P. U., FECHNER, M. U. y REIS, H. — Tadini,
el hombre que inventd las lentes artificiales

Resumen

Tadini nacio en Italia y fue un oculista ambulante en la segunda mitad del siglo
XVIIL Los anuncios en los periodicos de la época, como los de Lubeck y de Gante,
testimonian de las operaciones sobre ¢l ojo efectuadas por €l en numerosos lugares
de Europa. Tadini muestra a Casanova una caja llena de cristalinos artificiales de
vidrio. Es pues probable que la idea de la correccion de la afaquia por medio de una
lentilla artificial intra-ocular sea debida a Tadini. Podemos suponer que Casanova
transmitio esta idea a Casaamata, un oculista de Dresde. De todas maneras fue Ca-
saamata quien hizo el primer ensayo efectivo de tal implantacion.
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